Annual  Report. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

JSurqeo^  *Qenef(al’?  Office, 

Washington,  October  1,  1878. 

To  the  Honorable, 

The  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement 
of  finances  and  general  transactions  of  the  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878: 

financial  statement. 

Appropriation  for  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department, 

1871,  and  prior  years. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $68  25 

Re-appropriated  by  Act  of  June  14,  1878 .  1,897  08 

$1,965  33 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  . 

Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $1,965  33 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1872. 

Re-appropriated  by  Act  of  June  14,  1878 .  $134  55 

Disbursed .  . 

Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $134  55 
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Medical  and  Hospital  Department  Transfer  Fund,  1873,  and 
prior  years,  under  Act  of  March  3,  1873. 


Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $105,190  52 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  . 

Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $105,190  52 


Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1875. 

Re-appropriated  by  Act  of  June  14,  1878 .  $198  00 

Disbursed .  . 


Balance  June  30,  1878 


$198  00 


Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1870. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $270  87 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  $137  65 

Carried  to  the  Surplus  Fund .  139  22  270  87 


Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1877. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $30,258  52 

Received  for  property  sold  and  lost .  320  08 


$30,579  20 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  30,573  29 


Balance  June  30,  1878  .  $5  91 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1878. 

Appropriated  by  Act  of  November  21,  1877 .  $200,000  00 

Received  for  property  sold  and  lost . . .  533  70 


Disbursed  during  the  year  for: — 
Medical  and  Hospital  Supplies.... 
Expenses  of  Purveying  Depots... 

Pay  of  Employes . 

Medical  attendance,  nursing,  &c 
Miscellaneous  expenses . 


$200,533  70 


$46,001  10 
5,657  23 
35,303  73 
7,471  81 

6,111  16  100,545  03 


Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $99,988  67 

The  greater  part  of  this  balance  has  since  been  disbursed,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  required,  in  fulfilling  contracts  made  before  June  30. 
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Museum  and  Library,  1877. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $1,114  93 

Disbursed  during  the  year . . .  1,114  93 


Museum  and  Library,  1878. 

Appropriated  by  Act  of  November  21,  1877 .  $10,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  7,725  89 

Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $2,274  11 

The  greater  part  of  this  balance  has  since  been  disbursed,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  required,  in  fulfilling  contracts  made  before  June  30. 

Medical  and  Surgical  History.  First  Edition. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year,  continued  by  Act  of 

July  31,  1876.  Stat.  19,  p.  119 .  $8,891  64 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  1,540  78 


Balance  .June  30,  1878  .  $7,350  86 

Medical  and  Surgical  History.  Second  Edition. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $3,992  21 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  . 

Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $3,992  21 

Medical  and  Surgical  History.  Part  III. 

Appropriated  by  Act  of  March  3,  1877,  Stat.  19,  p.  360.  $25,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  7,686  02 


Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $17,313  98 

Artificial  Limbs,  1877. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $63,141  68 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  47,742  08 


Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $15,399  60 

The  sum  of  $24.85,  said  in  last  Annual  Report  to  be  “transferred  to  U.  S. 
Treasurer,"  is  still  borne  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  part  of  the 
balance  of  appropriation. 

Artificial  Limbs,  1878. 

Appropriated  by  Act  of  March  3,  1877 .  $100,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  99,586  33 


Balance  June  30,  1878 


$413  67 


4 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Appliances  for  disabled  soldiers,  1877. 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year .  $4,878  50 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  163  00 


Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $4,715  50 

Appliances  for  disabled  soldiers,  1878. 

Appropriated  by  Act  of  March  3,  1877 .  $3,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year .  92  50 


Balance  June  30,  1878 .  $2,907  50 

Kxpended  in  “Providing  Trusses  for  ruptured  soldiers,” 
under  the  Act  approved  May  28,  1872 .  $3,184  53 


ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS  AND  APPLIANCES. 


There  were  furnished  during  the  year: — 


In  kind.  By 

Legs  69  . 

Arms  10  ------- 

Feet  1  ------- 

Hands  ------- 

Apparatus  3- . 


COMMUTATION. 

-  321 
-  -  563 
•  -  16 

11 

-  789* 


83 


1,700 


HEALTH  OF  THE  ARMY  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 

JUNE  30,  1878. 


The  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  received  at  this 
Office  up  to  September  19th,  represents  an  average  mean 
strength  of  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four 
(20,794)  white,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  (1,895)  colored  troops. 


’‘Apparatus  for  limbs  disabled,  but  not  amputated. 
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Among  the  white  troops  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all 
kinds  reported  as  taken  on  the  sick  list  was  thirty  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  (30,962),  being  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  (1,489)  per  thousand 
(1,000)  of  mean  strength.  (This  is  rather  less  than  three 
entries  on  sick  report  during  the  year  for  every  two  men.) 
Of  this  number,  twenty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  three 
(26,403),  or  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  (1,270) 
per  thousand  (1,000)  of  strength,  were  taken  on  sick  report 
for  disease,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
(4,559),  or  two  hundred  and  nineteen  (219)  per  thousand 
(1,000)  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries  of 
all  kinds. 

The  average  number  constantly  on  sick  report  during  the 
year  was  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  (862),  or  forty-one 
(41)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  six 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  (658),  or  thirty-one  (31)  per  thousand 
(1,000)  of  strength,  were  constantly  under  treatment  for  disease, 
and  two  hundred  and  four  (204),  or  ten  (10)  per  thousand 
(1,000)  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  (256),  or  twelve  (12)  per  thousand 
(1,000)  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty  - 
one  (121),  or  six  (6)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  strength,  died  of 
disease,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135),  or  six  (6)  per 
thousand  (1,000)  of  strength,  of  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated 
was  one  (1)  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121). 

The  total  number  of  white  soldiers  reported  to  have  been 
discharged  the  service  on  “Surgeon’s  Certificate  of  Disability” 
was  six  hundred  and  three  (603),  or  twenty-nine  (29)  per 
thousand  (1,000)  of  mean  strength. 

Among  the  colored  troops  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all 
kinds  reported  was  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty - 
six  (3,436),  being  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen  (1,813)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  mean  strength. 
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Of  these,  three  thousand  and  forty-six  (3,046),  or  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seven  (1,607)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  strength, 
were  cases  of  disease,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety  (390),  or 
two  hundred  and  six  (206)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  strength, 
were  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries.  The  average  number 
constantly  on  sick  report  was  seventy-nine  (79),  or  forty-two 
(42)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  strength ;  of  whom  sixty-four 
(64),  or  thirty-four  (34)  per  thousand  (1,000)  were  under 
treatment  for  disease,  and  fifteen  (15),  or  eight  (8)  per  thousand 
(1,000),  for  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was 
thirty-two  (32),  or  seventeen  (17)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of 
mean  strength.  Of  these,  nineteen  (19),  or  ten  (10)  per 
thousand  (1,000),  died  of  disease,  and  thirteen  (13),  or  seven 
(7)  per  thousand  (1,000),  of  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated 
was  one  (1)  to  one  hundred  and  seven  (107). 

The  total  number  of  colored  soldiers  reported  to  have  been 
discharged  on  “  Surgeon’s  Certificate  of  Disability”  was  forty- 
two  (42),  or  twenty-two  (22)  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  mean 
strength. 


OCCURRENCE  OF  YELLOW  FEVER  DURING  THE  SUMMER 

of  1878. 


The  removal  of  garrisons  from  threatened  points,  although 
in  some  instances  deferred  later  than  prudence  would  dictate, 
has  saved  the  army  from  any  serious  losses  during  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  dreadful  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  which  has 
proved  so  fatal  this  year  among  the  citizens  of  the  Southern 
States. 

On  July  3,  1878,  the  Post  Surgeon  at  Key  West,  Florida, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Jos.  Y.  Porter,  reported  one  case  of  yellow' 
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fever  in  the  town.  This  information  was  immediately  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  recommendation  for 
removal  of  the  garrison. 

The  command  at  Key  West  was  moved  to  Fort  Jefferson, 
Tortugas,  July  12th ;  that  at  Jackson  Barracks,  New  Orleans, 
was  moved  July  29th,  to  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  and  on 
the  epidemic  appearing  among  the  citizens  of  that  place,  it 
was  again  removed,  September  8th,  to  Chattanooga,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  command  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  was 
moved  August  26th,  to  Camp  Lytle,  about  fifteen  miles  east 
of  that  town;  that  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Florida,  was  moved 
June  13th,  to  Camp  Barrancas,  near  Powellton,  Florida; 
that  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  was  moved  June  14th,  to 
Camp  Gansevoort,  Summerville,  South  Carolina,  and  that  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  was  moved  August  29th,  to  Camp  at 
Dobson’s  Springs,  near  Dardanelle,  Arkansas. 

No  cases  of  yellow  fever  have  been  reported  up  to  the 
present  time  in  the  commands  thus  removed. 

The  only  cases  reported  in  the  Army  up  to  September  1st, 
occurred  in  the  small  detachment  left  at  Jackson  Barracks 
when  the  garrison  was  removed.  This  detachment  consisted 
of  an  ordnance  sergeant,  hospital  steward  and  nine  en¬ 
listed  men  in  charge  of  a  sergeant.  August  18th,  the  ser¬ 
geant  was  attacked  with  yellow  fever  and  died  on  the  21st. 
On  the  23d  the  hospital  steward  was  attacked,  and  subse¬ 
quently  three  of  the  men,  one  of  whom,  attacked  on  the 
25th,  died  on  the  29th.  The  steward  and  two  men  were 
still  under  treatment  September  1st. 


WORK  PERFORMED  IN  THE  RECORD  AND  PENSION  DIVISION. 


The  number  of  official  demands  upon  this  Division  during 
the  fiscal  year  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  the 
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case  of  deceased  soldiers,  and  the  hospital  record  of  invalids, 
was  twenty-one  thousand  and  seventy-four  (21,074),  being 
rather  more  than  the  average  number  of  such  demands 
received  annually  since  1870.*  The  number  of  cases  which, 
in  consequence  of  insufficient  clerical  force,  remained  unan¬ 
swered  at  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  was  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  (18,697),  so  that  the 
total  number  of  cases  to  be  searched  during  the  year  was 
thirty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  (39,771) 
cases.  Of  the  new  cases,  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-nine  (18,449)  were  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  (2,356)  from  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  (269)  from  miscellaneous  sources.  Search  was  made  and 
replies  furnished  to  the  proper  authorities  during  the  fiscal 
year  in  twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
(22,927)  cases,  viz:  nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five  (19,355)  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  five  (3,305)  to  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Army,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  seven  (267) 
to  miscellaneous  sources.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  (16,844)  cases 
remained  on  hand  unanswered. 

In  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  terminating  June  30,  1877, 
1  earnestly  called  attention,  as  I  had  done  annually  for 
several  years,  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  work  in  this 
Division,  in  consequence  of  insufficient  clerical  force.  This 
difficulty  has  at  length  been  remedied  by  legislation.  An 
Act  of  Congress,  approved  April  30,  1878,  authorized  the 
employment  of  thirty-two  (32)  additional  clerks  in  the  Record 
and  Pension  Division  during  the  balance  of  the  fiscal  year, 
and  the  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  execu- 


*See  my  last  Annual  Report,  which  shows  that  the  average  annual 
number  of  such  demands  from  June  30,  1870,  to  June  30,  1876,  was 
20,280,  and  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  20,428. 
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tive  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  present 
fiscal  year,  so  reorganized  the  clerical  force  of  this  Office  as 
to  continue  the  additional  force. 

The  additional  clerks  authorized  by  the  first  of  these  Acts 
were  appointed  as  soon  as  a  careful  examination  of  the 
numerous  applicants  could  be  completed,  and  commenced  work 
May  18th,  1878.  The  beneficial  effect  of  this  increase  of 
force  was  speedily  felt.  On  the*  18th  of  May  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  remaining  on  hand  unanswered  was  eighteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (18,178),  and  this 
number  was  reduced  to  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-four  (16,844)  by  June  30th,  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ; 
being  a  gain  upon  the  arrears  of  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  (1,334)  cases. 

New  cases  received  from  July  1  to  Sept.  23,  1878  .  4,155 

Replies  sent  out  “  11  “  .  7,889 

Cases  remaining  unanswered  Sept.  23,  1878  .  13,110 

Gain  since  increase  of  Clerical  force  .  .  .  5.068 

In  addition  to  the  work  above  reported,  the  following  cur¬ 
rent  record  work  has  been  performed  in  this  Division  during 

the  fiscal  vear :  Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine-two 
«/ 

(2,592)  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  have  been 
received  from  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  various 
posts  and  stations.  These  have  been  examined,  consolidated 
on  statistical  sheets  for  reference,  and  the  deaths  and  dis¬ 
charges  entered  in  the  alphabetical  registers.  Eleven  hundred 
and  eighteen  (1,118)  monthly  meteorological  reports  were 
received  from  medical  officers,  abstracts  of  which  have  been 
entered  in  the  appropriate  record  books  for  reference,  and 
the  originals  transmitted  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the 
Army;  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  (675)  reports  of  the 
examination  of  recruits  were  received,  and  filed,  it  not  being 
possible,  in  view  of  the  present  demands  upon  the  clerical 
force  of  the  Division,  to  undertake  their  discussion.' 
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DIVISION  OF  SURGICAL  RECORDS. 


In  the  Division  of  Surgical  Records  a  large  number  of 
very  interesting  and  complete  reports  were  received,  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  from  Medical  Officers  of  the  Army 
serving  on  the  frontier,  with  troops  engaged  in  Indian 
hostilities,  on  various  matters  connected  with  army  surgery; 
but  perhaps  no  subject  received  such  careful  attention  as  that 
of  conveying  the  Sick  and  Wounded  from  the  field  of  battle 
to  points  of  safety,  and  many  were  the  devices  that  suggested 
themselves  to  practical  officers  to  make  the  journey  as  com¬ 
fortable  as  possible  to  the  patients  entrusted  to  their  care. 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  (4,949)  cases 
were  reported  in  Class  V  of  the  Monthly  Reports  of  Sick 
and  Wounded,  as  cases  of  wounds,  accidents  and  injuries. 
The  mean  strength  of  the  Army  was  twenty-two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  (22,689)  men.  One  hundred 
and  forty-eight  (148)  deaths  from  violence  occurred,  mainly 
from  wounds  received  in  action  with  hostile  Indians,  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  6.5  per  thousand  (1,000)  of  the  mean  strength. 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-four  (3,644)  surgical 
reports  were  received  from  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of 
posts  or  detachments,  or  accompanying  expeditions  against 
hostile  Indians.  One  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
(1,547)  were  regular  Quarterly  Reports,  seventy-five  (75) 
were  special  reports  on  surgical  subjects,  and  two  thousand 
and  twenty-two  (2,022)  were  reports  of  a  miscellaneous  char¬ 
acter.  All  the  reports  were  examined,  classified  and  indexed. 

The  continued  disturbances  in  the  Indian  Territories  led  to 
a  number  of  engagements,  and  seven  (7)  detailed  reports  of 
losses  in  these  engagements  were  forwarded:  1.  Assistant 
Surgeon  Wm.  R.  Hall,  U.  S.  A.,  reports  from  “Camp  on 
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Cottonwood  Creek,”  Idaho  Territory,  that  on  July  3,  1877, 
nine  (9)  enlisted  men  and  one  (1)  officer,  Lieutenants.  M.  Rains, 
of  Captain  David  Perry’s  command  of  the  1st  Cavalry,  were 
killed.  2.  Surgeon  George  M.  Sternberg,  U.  S.  A.,  who 
accompanied  General  Howard’s  expedition  against  the  Hez 
Perces  Indians,  reports  that  at  the  engagement  at  Clearwater. 
Idaho  Territory,  July  11th  and  12th,  1877,  thirteen  (13) 
enlisted  men  were  killed  and  two  (2)  officers  and  twenty-seven 
(27)  men  were  wounded,  and  that  two  of  the  latter  died  from 
the  effects  of  the  wounds.  In  a  letter  dated  Grangeville, 
Idaho  Territory,  July  15,  1877,  Surgeon  Sternberg  gives  an 
interesting  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  wounded 
were  transported.  “*  *  The  number  of  wounded  to  be 

forwarded  was  twenty-seven  (27) — the  distance,  25  miles — 
the  transportation  furnished,  30  pack  mules  and  3  lumber 
wagons.  The  pack  mules  reported  to  me  at  8  A.  M.,  July 
13th,  bringing  with  them  30  lodge  poles  from  the  captured 
Indian  camp.  With  these,  and  canvas  placed  at  my  disposal, 
I  had  constructed  15  dragging  litters.  The  large  ends  of  the 
lodge  poles  were  lashed  on  either  side  of  a  mule,  the  small  end 
rested  upon  the  ground.  A  cross  piece  was  lashed  across  the 
centre  to  keep  the  canvass  spread  and  to  prevent  the  wounded 
man  from  slipping  down.  The  trail  was  comparatively  good, 
and  the  litters  answered  their  purpose  admirably ;  on  a  rough 
trail,  I  presume,  a  two-mule  litter  would  be  preferable.  Each 
mule  was  led  by  a  mounted  man  from  the  cavalry  escort,  and 
dismounted  men  stood  by  ready  to  lift  the  dragging  ends  over 
rough  places.  I  made  no  halts  except  for  refreshments,  for 
slight  repairs  required,  and  for  the  burial  of  one  man  who 
died  en  route,  until  we  arrived  at  this  place,  at  about  2  A.  M., 
July  14th.  The  men  remained  in  the  wagons  and  litters 
until  straw  beds  could  be  prepared  for  them  in  the  grange 
hall — a  large  frame  building  well  adapted  for  hospital  purposes. 
At  9  A.  M.  all  were  comfortably  in  bed,  and  there  was  no 
evidence  that  any  had  suffered  seriously  from  the  fatigue  of 
the  journey.  Two  men  died  en  route,  one  from  a  penetrating 
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wound  of  abdomen,  and  one  from  exhaustion  due  to  extreme 
loss  of  blood  on  the  field.  The  posterior  tibial  artery  had 
been  wounded,  and  the  femoral  was  tied  on  the  evening  of 
July  11th.”  3.  Surgeon  C.  T.  Alexander,  Chief  Medical 

Officer  of  General  Howard’s  Expedition,  reports  that  in  the 
battle  of  Ruby  Creek,  Montana  Territory,  August  9,  1877, 
between  the  troops  under  Colonel  J.  Gibbon,  7th  Infantry, 
and  the  Nez  Perces  under  Joseph  Whitebird  and  Looking 
Glass,  two  (2)  officers,  twenty-one  (21)  enlisted  men,  and  six 
(6)  citizens  were  killed,  and  five  (5)  officers,  and  thirty  (30) 
enlisted  men  were  wounded.  Surgeon  C.  T.  Alexander, 
on  August  18,  1877,  writes  from  Camp  near  Junction,  Mon¬ 
tana  Territory:  “On  the  night  of  the  10th  of  August,  when 
in  camp,  we  learned  of  Colonel  Gibbon’s  fight,  and  that  he 
had  no  medical  officer  with  him.  General  Howard’s  command 
moved  out  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  at  4  A.  M.,  to  Colonel 
Gibbon’s  assistance,  under  command  of  Major  Mason,  21st 
Infantry,  the  General  having  already  gone  to  ascertain  Colonel 
Gibbon’s  whereabouts  and  consult  with  him,  not  knowing  of 
his  fight.  Marching  till  2  P.  M.,  the  command  halted  for 
breakfast.  After  two  hours  rest,  Assistant  Surgeon  Fitzgerald 
and  myself,  with  an  escort  of  twenty  cavalry,  went  on  to 
Colonel  Gibbon’s  camp.  Riding  all  night  we  arrived  at  the 
camp  of  Colonel  Gibbon  at  6  A.  M.  of  the  12th,  having 
marched  in  the  26  hours  over  75  miles.  We  found  the 
wounded  of  Colonel  Gibbon’s  command  in  need  of  surgical 
assistance,  and  we  were  worked  till  late  the  night  of  the  12th, 
notwithstanding  the  severe  ride  we  had  without  sleep  over  a 
rough  and  dangerous  Indian  trail.”  4.  Surgeon  C.  T.  Alex¬ 
ander,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  General  Howard’s 
Expedition,  reports  that  in  a  skirmish  on  Cama’s  Meadow, 
Montana  Territory,  on  August  20, 1877,  one  (1)  enlisted  man 
was  killed,  and  one  (1)  officer  and  seven  (7)  enlisted  men  were 
wounded.  5.  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  0.  Paulding,  U.  S.  A., 
reports,  from  the  Cantonment  at  Tongue  River,  Montana 
Territory,  September  22,  1877,  that  an  engagement  had  taken 
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place,  on  September  13th,  between  the  command  of  Colonel 
Sturgis  and  Joseph’s  band  of  Nez  Perces  on  Canon  Creek, 
or  northern  tributary  of  the  Yellowstone.  Two  (2)  enlisted 
men  were  killed  and  nine  (9)  wounded,  and  two  (2)  of 
the  latter  died  afterwards  from  the  effects  of  the  wounds. 
6.  Surgeon  H.  R.  Tilton,  U.  S.  A.,  reports  the  losses  of 
General  Miles’  command  at  the  battle  of  Bear’s  Paw  Moun¬ 
tain,  September  30,  1877,  at  two  (2)  officers  and  seventeen 
(17)  enlisted  men  killed,  and  four  (4)  officers  and  forty-four 
(44)  enlisted  men  wounded.  In  a  detailed  account  of  the 
expedition,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  Joseph  and 
his  band,  on  October  5,  1877,  Surgeon  Tilton  gives  at 
length  the  manner  of  transporting  wounded  men  on  two-mule 
litters  and  travois  among  our  troops,  and  the  mode  employed 
by  the  Indians  in  securing  their  wounded  on  horseback.  The 
report  is  replete  with  practical  remarks  of  a  careful  observer. 
“In  anticipation,”  he  remarks,  “  of  the  homeward  march,  a 
detail  had  been  sent  out  for  poles,  suitable  for  two-mule  litters 
and  travois.  Instructions  were  given  to  make  six  litters  and 
four  travois,  but  the  poles  were  so  short  (about  sixteen  feet 
long)  that  they  had  to  be  used  as  travois.  Unless  the  rear  mule 
can  see  where  to  step,  he  walks  off  sideways  like  a  crab. 

On  our  first  days  march,  October  7th,  we  were  met 
by  two  ambulances  from  Colonel  Sturgis’s  command;  but  no 
patient  cared  to  be  disturbed  and  the  ambulances  were  not  used 
until  next  day,  when  two  fractured  thighs-  were  put  into  one 
ambulance  and  Lieutenant  Henry  Romeyn,  5th  Infantry,  who 
was  shot  through  the  right  lung,  occupied  the  other.  Five 
men  were  carried  on  travois  the  balance  of  the  march  to  the 
Missouri  River,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  ten  (110)  miles 
from  the  battle  field.  Two  more  travois  were  turned  over  to 
the  Indians.  One  Indian,  who  was  shot  through  the  back, 
was  carried  on  a  horse  by  supporting  his  body  on  two  crossed 
sticks,  each  about  four  feet  long ;  the  lower  ends  were  secured 
to  the  rings  of  a  Mexican  hair  cinch.  They  were  crossed  at 
the  pommel  of  the  saddle,  and  projected  about  eighteen  inches 
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above  the  horse’s  back.  Pillows  were  placed  against  the 
sticks;  the  wounded  Indian  was  carefully  assisted  into  the 
saddle,  a  robe  passed  around  him,  and  a  lariat  outside  of  the 
robe.  He  appeared  to  get  along  comfortably.  I  made  inquiry 
and  examined  the  arrangement  of  the  sticks.  Before  reach¬ 
ing  the  cantonment,  I  found  that  he  had  improved  sufficient¬ 
ly  to  dispense  with  the  apparatus.  I  noticed  one  travois 
which  the  Indians  had  fixed ;  the  poles  were  short  and  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  patient  was  much  cramped,  but  he  appeared  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  the  arrangement.”  7.  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  A.  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  U.  S.  A.,  reports  that  in  the  fight  at  Silver  Creek, 
Oregon,  June  23,  1878,  between  Indians  and  the  command 
of  Captain  B.  F.  Bernard,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  F,  G, 
and  L,  of  the  1st  Cavalry,  two  (2)  enlisted  men  and  an  en¬ 
rolled  scout  were  killed,  and  three  (3)  enlisted  men  wounded. 
One  of  the  latter  died  on  the  day  following  the  battle,  June 
24,  1878. 

To  the  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  (5,652) 
surgical  cases  collected  from  the  date  of  the  publication  of 
Circular  Ho.  3,  War  Department,  Surgeon  General’s  Office, 
Washington,  August  17,  1871,  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1877,  have  been  added  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  (1,155)  cases,  making  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven  (6,807)  cases  reported  and  tabu¬ 
lated.  Of  these  cases,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  five 
(2,305)  are  injuries  of  the  head  and  neck;  five  hundred  and 
eleven  (511)  are  injuries  of  the  trunk  ;  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  (1,960)  injuries  of  the  extremities,  (in¬ 
cluding  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  (323)  amputations, 
and  twenty-six  (26)  excisions),  and  two  thousand  and  thirty- 
one  (2,031)  are  injuries  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

Surgical  Statistics  of  the  War. — Although  thirteen  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  ad¬ 
ditional  surgical  cases  are  yet  sometimes  received  from  various 
sources.  Until  June  30,  1877,  histories  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  (227,308i 
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surgical  cases,  and  of  forty  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  (40,577)  operations  were  recorded,  making  a  total  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-five  (267,885).  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1878,  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  (571)  cases  of  wounds 
and  injuries,  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  (471)  cases  of 
surgical  operations  have  been  entered  on  the  registers,  aggre¬ 
gating  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  (268,927)  cases  now  tabulated.  From  reports  of 
pension  examiners,  from  the  publications  in  various  surgical 
journals  and  from  correspondence  with  medical  officers  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  stimulated  by  the  circulars  and  publica¬ 
tions  issued  from  this  Office,  valuable  additional  data  were 
gathered  in  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three 
(5,873)  cases.  Indices  were  searched  in  twelve  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-three  (12,393)  cases,  and  one  thousand 
and  forty-two  (1,042)  names  were  added  to  the  indices. 
Three  thousand  and  ninety-four  (3,094)  cases  were  searched 
in  the  Record  and  Pension  Division,  and  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nine  (2,709)  in  the  Pension  Office. 

Additional  information  was  added  to  the  histories  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  (232)  specimens,  and,  in  fifteen  (15) 
instances,  specimens,  received  without  histories,  were  identi¬ 
fied,  and  complete  histories  filed  with  them. 
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Surgical  Section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877  .  .  .  6,776 

11  “  “  July  1,  1878  .  .  .  6,874 


Increase  during  the  year 
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Medical  Section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877  .  .  *  .  1,376 

“  “  “  July  1,  1878  .  .  .  1,421 

Increase  during  the  year  ...  45 

Microscopical  Section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877  .  .  .  7,525 

“  “  “  July  1,  1878  .  .  .  8,008 

Increase  during  the  year  .  .  .  483 

Anatomical  Section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877  .  .  .  1,816 

“  “  “  July  1,  1878  .  .  .  1,948 

Increase  during  the  year  .  .  .  132 


Section  of  Comparative  Anatomy. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877  .  .  .  1,824 

“  “  “  July  1,  1878  .  .  .  2,164 


Increase  during  the  year 


Miscellaneous  Section. 
Specimens  in  the  Museum  July  1,  1877 
“  “  “  July  1,  1878  . 


340 

480 

657 


Increase  during  the  year  .  .  .  177 


Of  the  contributors  to  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  seven 
(7)  were  surgeons;  twenty-three  (23)  assistant  surgeons;  four 
(4)  acting  assistant  surgeons ;  four  (4)  hospital  stewards  ;  four 
(4)  line  officers ;  and  twelve  (12)  civil  practitioners.  Twenty- 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  (29,222)  visitors 
were  registered  at  the  Museum. 
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PROPERTY  DIVISION. 


The  following  is  a  summary  statement  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Property  Division  of  this  Office  during  the 


fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878: 

Letters  received  and  recorded  .  .  ■  .  3,243 

Letters  and  Endorsements  sent  and  recorded  .  .  3,691 

Claims  and  Accounts  examined,  settled,  for¬ 
warded  or  referred  .....  685 

Accounts  current  examined  and  forwarded 

to  the  Treasury  ......  54 

Vouchers  and  sub- vouchers  pertaining  to 

Accounts  Current,  examined  .  .  .  1,414 

Statements  of  F unds,  received  and  forwarded  .  .  265 

Accounts  of  Sales  of  Condemned  Property, 

with  Vouchers,  settled  and  forwarded  .  135 

Property  Returns  examined  and  settled  or 

suspended  .......  557 

Miscellaneous  Notifications  and  Certificates 

issued  .......  1,849 

Settled  Returns  scheduled  and  recorded  .  .  1,197 


Aggregate  .....  13,090 


LIBRARY. 


About  two  thousand  (2,000)  volumes  and  three  thousand 
(3,000)  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the 
past  year,  making  the  total  number  about  forty-six  thousand 
(46,000)  volumes  and  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  pamphlets. 
The  Index  Catalogue,  including  original  papers  in  medical 
journals  and  transactions,  has  been  completed  to  date,  and  the 
work  of  classification  by  subjects,  including  the  preparation 
of  a  net-work  of  cross  references,  is  so  near  completion  that 
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the  work  can  be  sent  to  the  press  at  any  time,  and  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  the  necessities  of  careful  proof-reading 
will  permit. 

I  would  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  renew  the  recommen¬ 
dation  made  in  previous  reports,  that  Congress  should  author¬ 
ize  the  printing  of  this  Catalogue,  and  I  invite  special  attention 
to  the  estimate  which  has  been  prepared  and  forwarded  for 
that  purpose. 

Of  its  great  utility  not  only  to  the  medical  profession,  but 
through  that  profession  to  the  people  at  large,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  there  are  special  reasons  why  it  should  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  casualty,  and  made  accessible  to 
Physicians  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  know  of  no  action  within  the  power  of  Congress  which 
would  at  this  time  so  greatly  aid  medical  education,  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  disease,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Public  Health, 
as  the  publication  and  distribution  of  this  Index  Catalogue 
among  our  leading  Physicians,  Surgeons  and  Hygienists. 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  WAR  AND  OTHER 

PUBLICATIONS. 


The  work  on  the  Second  Medical  Volume  of  the  Medical 
History  of  the  War  has  steadily  progressed,  three  hundred 
and  fifty-two  (352)  pages  having  been  stereotyped  during  the 
fiscal  year  under  the  direction  of  Surgeon  J.  J.  Woodward, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work.  In  all,  six  hundred  and 
ninety-one  (691)  pages  of  this  volume  are  now  stereotyped, 
and  it  will  probably  be  completed  in  the  course  of  a  few  more 
months. 

Eighty-six  (86)  drawings  on  wood  and  ninety-eight  (98) 
engravings  were  prepared  for  the  Third  Surgical  Volume  of 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  (120)  pages  were  put  in  type,  of  which 
one  hundred  (100)  were  stereotyped. 
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The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  Medical  Officers 
during  the  past  year  have  been  as  follows : 

Number  of  permanent  posts  .....  160 

Number  of  temporary  posts  and  sub-stations  .  .14 

Total  ...  174 

Number  of  Military  Expeditions  in  the  field 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .37 

These  Expeditions  required  the  services  of  fifty-six  (56) 
Medical  Officers.  There  were  also  sixty-three  (63)  Medical 
Officers  reported  to  this  Office  as  being  on  duty  with  scout¬ 
ing  parties. 

An  Army  Medical  Examining  Board  was  convened  in  New 
York  City  on  the  7th  of  November,  1877,  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Assistant  Surgeons  for  promotion  and  of  candidates 
for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army.  Of  the 
candidates  for  appointment  thus  far  examined,  seven  (7)  have 
been  reported  by  the  Board  as  qualified;  of  whom  four  (4) 
have  been  appointed  and  commissioned  Assistant  Surgeons 
(June  6,  1878),  one  (1)  failed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  the  names  of  two  (2)  have  not  yet  been  submitted  for 
appointment.  The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  work 
thus  far  performed  by  the  Board : 

Number  of  Assistant  Surgeons  examined  for 

promotion  .......  20 

Number  of  Candidates  for  appointment  in 
the  Medical  Corps  invited  to  appear  for 
examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  .75 

Number  of  Candidates  found  qualified  .  7 

“  “  rejected  .  .  17 

“  who  withdrew  after 

partial  examination  ...  27 

Total  number  examined  .  .  .51 
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Number  of  Candidates  who  failed  to  appear 

for  examination  ....  7 

Number  of  Candidates  who  declined  to  appear 

for  examination  ....  7 

Number  of  Candidates  remaining  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  .....  10 

Total  number  invited  but  not  examined  .  24 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  there  were  twelve  (12)  va¬ 
cancies  in  the  Medical  Corps,  in  the  grade  of  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon.  During  the  past  year  one  (1)  Assistant  Surgeon  has 
been  retired;  four  (4)  Assistant  Surgeons  have  resigned;  one 
(1)  Surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  one  (1) 
Assistant  Surgeon  and  one  (1)  Surgeon,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel  (retired),  have  died.  One  (1)  Surgeon,  with  the  rank 
of  Major,  has  been  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  one  (1) 
Assistant  Surgeon  has  been  promoted  to  Surgeon,  with  the 
rank  of  Major,  and  four  (4)  appointments  of  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon  have  been  made;  leaving  at  present  fifteen  (15)  vacancies 
in  the  grade  of  Assistant  Surgeon. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  eleven  (11)  Medical  Officers 
on  sick  leave  of  absence,  of  whom  eight  (8)  are  most  probably 
permanently  disabled;  six  (6)  are  on  ordinary  leave  of  absence 
after  a  tour  of  duty  on  the  remote  frontier;  leaving  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  (155)  for  duty.  The  Act  of  June  26, 
1876,  reduced  the  number  of  Assistant  Surgeons  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  (125) :  any  further  reduction  in  the 
number  of  Medical  Officers  would  be  unwise,  expensive,  and 
to  the  injury  of  the  service. 

It  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  fill  existing  vacancies, 
but  seven  (7)  candidates  having  been  found  qualified  for 
appointment  as  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  past  ten  months. 
Even  were  the  Corps  filled  to  its  maximum,  the  present  dis¬ 
position  and  occupation  of  troops  creates  a  necessity  for. 
additional  medical  aid,  and  it  has  been  found  expedient, 
economical,  and  in  every  instance  absolutely  necessary,  to 
employ  Physicians  under  contract  to  meet  such  demands ;  such 
employment  terminates  when  the  emergency  ceases. 

J.  K.  BAENES, 

Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  Army. 


